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America, and eactf the states, has a skills gap that is

significantly damaging to our economic prosperigkill
building progresfas been slow or nonexistent, and
discouraging; underfunded and underappreciated

We have a plan to solve this problem. We have already
experienced shorterm wins on both statevide and
regional levels. We can build skills for the benefit of
Individuals, regions, states, and our country as a whole.
We have a winning strategy and deeply felt
determination to move, make it happen, and win, now!
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i 1 — Liferacy in Everyday Life

'''''''' hEdnsevien Anisgens Resulis From the 2003
National Assessment
of Adult Literacy

National Assessment
of Adult Literacy

U.S. Depariment of Education
NCES 2007-480




The 2003 NAAL assessment questions were developed to permit
measurement of these three types of literacy:

Note the parallel to¢ Reading for
Information, Locating Information,
and Applied Mathematicg; which
form the basis of the NCRC.

Prose literacy

The knowledge and skills needed to perform prose tasks,
(i.e., to search, comprehend, and use continuous texts).
Examples include editorials, news stories, brochures, and
instructional materials.

Document literacy

The knowledge and skills needed to perform document
tasks, (i.e., to search, comprehend, and use non-continuous
texts in various formats). Examples include job applications,
payroll forms, transportation schedules, maps, tables, and
drug or food labels.

Quantitative literacy

The knowledge and skills required to perform quantitative
tasks, (i.e., to identify and perform computations, either
alone or sequentially, using numbers embedded in printed
materials). Examples include balancing a checkbook,
figuring out a tip, completing an order form or determining
the amount.



Number of Adults in Each Prose Literacy Level

Prose Literacy

« Below Basic:

o no more than the most simple and concrete
literacy skills

o Basic:
o can perform simple and everyday literacy
activities
o Intermediate:
o can perform moderately challenging literacy

activities
o Proficient:
o can perform complex and challenging literacy
activities
63 95 28
MILLION MILLION MILLION MILLION
14% 2% 13%

Note: 43%
Below Intermediate g BelowBasc [ ] Basic [ Intemediate [ 7] Proficent




Percentage of adults in each prose,
document, and quantitative literacy level:
1992 and 2003

Literacy scale
and year

Prose o

2003

1992

Document
2003

1992
Quantitative
2003

Average: 44%
Below Intermediate



Employment

Figure 4-1a. Percentage of adults in each employ-  Figure 4-1b. Percentage of adults in each employ- Figure 4-1c. Percentage of adults in each employ-
ment status category, by prose literacy ment status category, by document lit- ment status category, by quantitative
level: 1992 and 2003 eracy level: 1992 and 2003 literacy level: 1992 and 2003
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Average: 22% (55%3%) increase in full time employment
as literacy moves from Below Basic to Intermediate



Earnings

Figure 4-3b. Percentage of full-time employed Figure 4-3c. Percentage of full-time employed
Figure 4-3a. Percentage of full-time employed adults in each weekly gross earnings adults in each weekly gross earnings
adults in each weekly gross earnings category, by document literacy level: category, by quantitative literacy level:
category, by prose literacy level: 2003 2003 2003
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NOTE: Detail may ot sum to totals because of rounding. Adults re defined as people 16 yearsof  NOTE: Detail may not sum to tatals because of rounding. Adults are defined as people 16years of ~ NOTE:Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. Adults are defined as people 16 years of
age and older living in households. Adults who could not be interviewed because of language spo-  ageand older living in househdlds. Adults who could not be interviewed because of languagespo- 3¢ and olderliving in households. Adults who could not be interviewed because of language spo-

ken or cognitive or mental disabiliies (3 percent in 2003) are excluded from thisfigure. ken or cognitive or mental disabiliies (3 percent in 2003) are excluded from this figure. ken or cognitive or mental disabilites (3 percent in 2003) ae excluded from this figure.
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. 0 0 : : : : 2003 SSI Data:
Average: 33% (74%41%) increase in number of full time employees earning Average: $32.678

above $26,000 (500 x 52) as literacy moves from Below Basic to Intermediatevedian $22,5§7
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